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May 23rd, 2024 
 
ED Report - Sport North Annual General Meeting 
Submitted by: Bill Othmer- Executive Director 
 
The Theme of the 2025 Sport North Annual General Meeting is “Sport 
Integrity – Building the System”.  We are pleased to have Sport Law Inc. 
staffers - LJ Bartle and Will Russell - here to lead us through some Sport 
Integrity discussions. The intent of the presentations is to provide an 
overview of what to expect in “phase two” after the Safe Sport Policy 
Launch Meeting was held January 30th. Will and LJ will take us though a 
draft flowchart of the NWT Sport Integrity System focusing on the areas of 
Complaints, Screening and Training. We’re convinced that these sessions 
will clarify the TSO’s understanding and provide next steps in ensuring our 
Bylaws and Policies meet MACA’s requirements for the 2026-2029 Funding 
Program.   
 
I would like to thank every TSO President for their continued effort this 
year. Things appear to be getting busier with most TSO’s operating year-
round.  Thank You for moving sport forward!  
 
Please find below a summary of the Federation’s progress this year. 
 

WCLC Funding Agreement and Financial Management 
We are currently in year three of our three-year contribution agreement for 
the 2023 - 2026 annual contribution of $800,000.00 of PASR – Physical 
Activity, Sport and Recreation Fund. The SNF accountability is due June 30th, 
so we will be experiencing the same obligations your TSO faced last month 
with your submissions.   
 
I would like to thank Finance Manager Tyler Rentmeister, and Finance Chair 
Alex Godfrey for overseeing the Sport North Financials. We are currently in 
a good position. The Financial Statements are in your meeting package and 
Tyler will be providing an update Friday night of the AGM.      
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Active Living Framework (formally known as SPAR) 
 
As a reminder, the NWT Active Living Framework (formally known as SPAR), 
sets out the GNWT’s vision, principles, and goals to promote physical 
activity, recreation, and sport for NWT residents over the next decade. 

The Framework reflects input from a public engagement process that 
involved territorial and regional recreation and sport organizations, 
Indigenous governments and organizations, non-government organizations 
that support underserviced populations, and community active living 
champions. 
 
This Framework will guide the allocation of revenues from the Western 
Canada Lottery Program and will also inform GNWT policy and funding 
decisions related to active living. 

Although it is a GNWT Framework, MACA’s goal is that all partners will 
embrace the vision, principles, and goals so that we can work in 
collaboration to ensure that every resident of the NWT has access to 
opportunities for physical activity, sport, and recreation. 

Rita and I are on the ALF Advisory Committee alongside ISC, MRA, RPA and 
of course MACA. Over the course of the year, the Advisory Committee has 
been working on creating the evaluation and monitoring outline in 
preparation for ALF. It is reported that there will be a new 2026-2029 
Funding Application and Accountability framework established. In our view 
The TSO’s play an integral role in delivering Sport to Northern residents and 
their input will be valuable in this process.  
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Sport North Development Grant 

Tyler’s effort has been instrumental in managing the SNF Development 
Grant Program.  

As of year-end, a total of $308,927.00 has been allocated to the TSO’s. A 
summary of the grant submissions is provided in your meeting package.  

If your TSO has yet to access this program, please track Tyler down to 
discuss opportunities. 

As a reminder, the application deadline is December 2025. This will provide 
us with time to prepare the report for MACA, March 2026.  

Tyler will be providing a SNF Development Grant Report during the 
weekend. 
 
Communication 
Lexie has taken on the role of overseeing Sport North’s social media 
platforms and website.  
 
Additionally, her effort with generating the SNF monthly newsletter is 
acknowledged. We’re always looking for material and stories from TSO’s to 
share with the membership, so please contact Lexie to share your TSO’s 
news. 
  
KIDSPORT NWT 
Tyler continues to manage the KidSport NWT Program alongside his hard-
working committee.  
 
Applications for program registrations and equipment have risen over the 
course of the year. KidSport NWT Chairperson Sheen Jensen will be 
providing a report over the weekend.  
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A friendly reminder to register for the 4th Annual Roger Walker Memorial 
Golf Tournament with proceeds going to KidSport. The event is being held 
July 11th at the Yellowknife Golf Club. We are always looking for volunteers 
to help with the Tournament, so if you don’t golf, we’ll put you to work. 
 
I would like to thank the KidSport Committee members; Chairperson 
Sheena Jensen, Kim Poulter, Dolphus Nitsiza, Dianne Beck, and Thorsten 
Gohl. Thank You for their efforts and enthusiasm.   
 
Coaching  
Spider as NCCP Lead continues to inspire and promote Coaching. Below is a 
summary of what’s transpired over the year. 
- National Coaches Week Sept 2025 promotion of free NCCP e-learning 
modules (Coach Initiation in Sport, creating a Positive Sport Environment, 
Sport Nutrition, Coaching Athletes with a Disability, Coaching in Canada, 
Making Headway in Sport)  
- Continued SNF She Can Coach / They Can Coach supportive funding 
toward individual, coach lead professional development 
- 16 individual 1-1 coach sought support interactions 
- Referral of NWT coaches completing 29 NCCP online courses in 
partnership with Alberta’s Ministry of Tourism and Sport via its NCCP Multi-
Sport Calendar online NCCP training portal 
- Coaching Association of Canada WiC (Women in Coaching) program 
promotion, coach selection via independent panel, co-support with TSO’s 
of selected WiC 2025 Canada Summer GAMES coaches Richelle Castillo 
(Basketball) & Heather Coakwell (Volleyball), and of support of the 
Indigenous Sport Circle’s participation in the Aboriginal Apprentice Coach 
Program  
- Ongoing Coaching Association of Canada PTSO NWT representation 
monthly online and biannually in person 
- Affiliation with Pacific Sport Vancouver Island’s Coach Academy 
Online Mentorship Program with 4 NWT Coaches fully engaging – Effie 
Lockhart (Swimming), Jeffrey Watson (Badminton), Joe Campeau (Hockey), 
Thorsten Gohl (Table Tennis) 
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- Establishment of TSO Coach Development Advisory Committee; 
Spider Jones (Chair), Melanie Thompson (Soccer), Thorsten Gohl (Table 
Tennis). 
  
Special Projects 
Spider also oversees SNF’s special projects. Below is a summary. 
 
Common Vision Project  
Breaking the Cycle (PHAC funded) Version 3 concluded, with a final 
investment in partnering with Aurora College to produce a Northern 
Resource (video and manual) – filming completed and partially released 
with strong and guiding Indigenous participation thank you Donald Kuptana 
 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Indigenous author / poet /activist Michelle Good  
(https://www.michellegood.ca/) was engaged to address Canada’s greater 
sport community to assist in better revealing truth, and inspiring 
reconciliation though land acknowledgements… with the intended outcome 
of how to better craft / revise / strengthen their meaning, intention, and 
delivery.  
Her September 24, 2025 ‘Enhancing the Impact of Land Acknowledgements 
in Canadian Sport’, hosted in partnership with Sport North Federation and 
SIRC (Sport Information Resource Centre) was reported as being insightful 
and thought-provoking. 
Sport North is grateful to Michelle for sharing her knowledge and 
experience on how we can approach land acknowledgements with greater 
purpose and intention. Together, we can continue to foster meaningful 
reconciliation and honor Indigenous lands more effectively in the sport 
community. 
150 registered with 72 engaging online on the day. 
 
TSO and Lotteries Funder Recognition 
National Volunteer Week 2025 April 27-May 3  
A full page spread News North March 31st celebrating NWT Sport 
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Volunteers and acknowledging MACA GNWT Lotteries Funding investment   
 
SNF Theme Initiatives (announced SNF AGM May 2024) 
SNF PD Webinar Series 
The Drive There / The Ride Home with Asia Maipe 
(https://ilovetowatchyouplay.com/) April 2025 – targeting Sport Parents 
‘Team Manager Tips and Tricks 101’ with Kirsten Bobbi May 1, 2025 – 
targeting team managers 
‘How Not to Get Yelled At’ with James Buhlman May 12, 2025 – targeting 
officials 
In the works for this upcoming season, SNF PD targets the Coach, the 
Athlete, and the Sport Administrator She Leads by Sport NWT – Gender 
Equity workshop – May 25, 2025 
In partnership with Canadian Women in Sport, the culmination of our She’s 
All That poster series initiative. 
 
Closing Remarks 
It is with sadness that we will be saying Goodbye to our President Colin 
Pybus. Colin has represented the Federation since 2018 as a Director 
and President. Colin has inspired and served the Federation with dignity 
and class. His motivation and desire to improve the Sport Sector, and his 
ongoing passion to represent the Federation 24/7 will be missed. I’m 
sure that we will “lure” Colin in to sit on a committee or two to keep his 
toe in the water.  
 
On behalf of the Board and Staff, Thank You Colin! 
 
Yours in Sport, 

  


